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CHAPTER |
INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the Study

English is a foreign language in Indonesia. It is crucial because it
helps us in understanding the language. According to (Kurniawan, 2016)
language is a set of rules used by human as a tool of their communication.
Every language has its own grammar. Learning tenses and grammar is not
easy for student. Grammar is central to the teaching and learning of
language that also becomes one of the more difficult aspects of language
to teach as well as to learn well. (Sihombing, 2013) states that grammar
often taught isolate, unconnected sentences that give a fragmented,
unrealistic picture of English and make it difficult for students to apply
what they learned in actual situations. (Hewings & Rodesma, 2022)
defines grammar as the description of the ways in which words can change
their forms and can be combined into sentences in the language.
According to (Apriliani, 2017) grammar is a theory of a language, how
language put together and how it works. In addition grammar is important,
especially when the learners communicate with others.

According to (Bowers and Brumfit) cites in (Maisaraoh, 2013) says
that grammar is a language. It means if students learn a language, they will
also learn the grammar of the language. Thus, learning grammar becomes

an inseparable part of language and becomes an important aspect if



the students want to speak and write English well. Grammar or
structure is one of the components in learning English. It can be called the
foundation for producing sentences. Having knowledge of grammar makes
it easier for students to generate sentences and catch the ideas from the
sentences they read and hear. One of the important components in
grammar is tenses. It can be said that making good sentences is the most
important thing.

In addition, by mastering English grammar, learners will
understand how to transfer and receive messages in both written and oral
communication without misunderstanding. When English learners hear the
word about grammar, they immediately associate it with the study of
tenses, because tenses are the basis of grammatical studies in English.
Many Indonesian students are struggle learning tenses because they are not
in accordance with the structure and rules of the language in Indonesian.
They do not have to change the form of the verb to reflect the timing of an
event. However, in English most verbs can show the difference between
the present and the past by changing the form of the verb.

There are 16 kinds of tense, namely Simple Present Tense, Present
Continuous Tense, Present Perfect Tense, Present Perfect Continuous
Tense, Simple Past Tense, Past Continuous Tense, Past Perfect
Tense, Past Perfect Continuous Tense, Simple Future Tense, Future
Continuous Tense, Future Perfect Tense, Future Perfect Continuous

Tense, Simple Past Future Tense, Past Future Continuous Tense, Past



Future Perfect Tense, and Past Future Perfect Continuous Tense. In
this research, the researcher will focus on Simple Past Tense.

The simple past is one of tenses which students learn in the school
but it sometimes makes students confused and lots of them make mistakes
in several exercises. Student difficult are in learning, remembering, and
applying the formula within the sentence. (Hardi, 2022) found some
grammatical errors produced by the students in writing class. In solving
these problems, the English teachers should to resolve the problem; they
should increase student’s ability in using simple past.

According to Marcel Danes in Grammar for English language
Teachers stated that Learners often have difficulty mastering the types of
the past tense. Particularly, they often need opportunities to study and
practice; (1) question and negative forms, (2) irregular past tense forms (3)
the spelling of regular past forms. Usually, the students' confused in
implementing the simple past tense in write a sentences.

Vocational High Schools (SMK) are units of education level that
have different characteristics from other secondary schools. Vocational
high schools are prepared to meet the needs of the business world or the
industrial world. Vocational high school students enjoy practical learning,
in contrast to high school students who learn by theory. For senior high
school students learning theory has become the basis of learning in
schools, while vocational students do not like learning in the form of

theory.



Based on the researcher’s experiences in teaching such a topic at
Universities Palawan tuanku tambusai, there some of students still do not
understand with simple past tense. The researcher found some problem
such as; first, the students have difficulties in memorize the formula of
simple past tense. Second, the students do not understand the formula of
simple past tense. And third, the student still confused in implementing the
formula of simple past tense.

Therefore, the researcher intends to analyze the student’s ability in
learning the simple past under the title An Analysis of the Student’s

Ability by Using Simple Past Tense.

. Focus of the Research

The focus of this research is on analyzing the student’s ability in
using the simple past tense which learned in the first grade. Beside this
research is also focused on how student understanding and implementing
the formulas of simple past tense. The researcher has concludes the
question such as:
1. How is the student’s ability in using simple past tense at Universities

Palawan Tuanku Tambusai?

. Purpose of the Research

This title has the purpose as to know the ability of student in
learning simple past tense in Vocational High school. Through this
research, the researcher can find how extent the student’s ability in using

simple past tense.



D. Significance of the Research

Based on the explanation before, the findings of the research are
expected to give theoretical and practical. Theoretically, finding of this
research is expected to increase research data sources and references.
Practically, this research is expected to motivate and make students'
interest in English learning. These research finding is also expected to be
useful for students’ to increase their ability in using simple past tense and
teachers of Universities Palawan Tuanku Tambusai for their future in
learning process. This research is aimed to fulfill one of the requirements
for the researcher to complete the bachelor degree program in Universities

of Palawan Tuanku Tambusai.



CHAPTER II
REVIEW OF LITERATURE

A. The Simple Past Tense
1. The Definition of Simple Past Tense

Simple past tense is a verb tense that is used to talk about things
that happened or existed before now. Simple past tense is the most
common tenses in English. Simple past tense indicated action that
occurred in the past and did not extent to the present. It started in the
past and ended in the past. The simple past tense is formed by using
the simple past form of the verb. Firstly, for the regular verb, the
past form is formed by add-ED to the verb. The examples are played,
opened. Secondly, for irregular verb is formed by irregular ways, for
example eat/ate, buy/bought, sit/sat etc. And non-verb using to be was
or to be were. According to (Aditya, 2022) the simple past tense means
that the action ended in the past. Simple past can be used for most past
actions; we can use it for actions that happens quickly, actions that
happened over time, or actions that were habits in the past. According
to Green Baum and Quirk (2003) Simple past tense is used to express
an event in the past time. It is also can be used to express an activity
which is a habitual activity in the past time. In addition, they
mentioned that the stated past is used to refer a single unbroken state
of affairs in the past: I once liked reading novels. However, simple past

tense also can be used for special uses, as Green Baum and Quirk



(2003) said, the simple past tense are used to indirect and direct
thought, attitudinal past and hypothetical past. Moreover, according to
(Maleong, 2013) states that Tense is used to show the relation between
the actions or state described by the verb and the time, which is
reflected in the form of the verb, and used to locate an event or state to
a point of time.

Generally, simple past tense is a tense that expresses the event is
ended in the past and has nothing to do in the present. In addition
Martin Parrot stated his idea about definition of the simple past
tense is one of the tenses which use to refer to completed events,
states, action, consider that the event, state or action took place within
a finished period of time. Meanwhile, (Maisaraoh, 2013) said the
simple past tense is used for completed action that happened at one
specific time in the past.

Furthermore, (Indah, 2019) gives explanation that the simple past
tense indicates that an activity or situation began and ended at a
particular time in the past. According to her, the time indications are
yesterday, last night, two day ago, in 1999 etc. Whereas, (Maisaraoh,
2013) said the simple past tense of a verb is a form typically
indicating that the event or state of affairs expresses by the verb
took place or exited before the presents, the present here is

whenever the speakers or writer is actually speaking or writing.



Finally, it can be concluded that the simple past tense tells about
expressions of past time when an action was completed without
indicating any connecting with the present. In telling story and
describing what happened in the past can use simple past tense.

Form of Simple the Past Tense

According Milda Broukal cites in (Maisaraoh, 2013) the formulates
form of simple past tense into three types, they are affirmative,
negative and interrogative.

a. Affirmative or Positive
All regular verbs take an —end ending in the past tense. This
form is used for all subjects, both singular and plural.

The verb other than be:

S + V2 + Complement

Note: S = Subject, V2 = Verb 2, or Past Verb

Example:

- He bought a car.
- Your cat ate fish

The verb of be:

S + was/were + Complement

Example:

- She was hungry.

- He was sick yesterday



They were here last night some auxiliaries verb are used in
the simple past tense consist of two kinds:
Was, the use of “was” is only used for the singular noun and the
uses of “were” is only for the plural noun.
Did, the use of did are not only used as part of the sentence
structure for questions but also part of the sentence structure for
negative statement. It is followed by verb 1 (V1). The use of did is
used for all pronouns. It means used for singular noun and plural
noun.
Negative

For negative part tense verbs, use did not before the simple
past form of the main verb. The contraction for did not is “did not”,
the contraction for was not is “was not” and the contraction for
were not is “were not”.
The verb other than be:
S +did + not + Verb 1 +Complement
Example:
He did not buy a car.
Your cat did not eat fish.
The verb of be:
S + was/were + not + Complement
Example:

She was not hungry.
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- He was not sick yesterday

- They were not here last night

c. Interrogative

a.)

b.)

Yes/no questions when forming a question, one must place the
auxiliary or the verb be before the subject of the sentence.
There is no final —ed ending in the question form.

The positive form of verb other than be:

Did + S + Verb 1+Complement

Example:

Did he buy a phone?

Did Rudy and Fred watch movie last moon?

Did your bird eat worm?

The negative form of verb other than be:

Did + not + S + Verb 1 + Complement

Example:

Did not he buy a phone?

Did not Rudy and Fred watch movie last moon?

Did not your bird eat worm?

The positive form of be:

Was/were + S + Complement

Example:

Was she angry?

Was he sick yesterday?



- Were they here last week?

d.) The negative form of be:

Was not/were not + S + Complement

Example:

- Was not she angry?

- Was not he sick yesterday?

- Were they here last week?

11

Based on the explanation about the form of simple past

tense above, it can conclude that, the formula of simple past

tense as follow:

Table 2.1

The Concluded Form of Simple Past Tense

Form Formula Example
Verbal S+V2+ She bought a new book
Positive Complement yesterday
Nominal S + was/were + The case was hard to solve
Complement
S +did + not + She did not buy a book
Verbal Verb 1 yesterday
Negative +Complement
Did + not + S +
Nominal Verb 1 + The case was not hard to
solve
Complement
did+S+V1+ Did she buy a new book
Verbal
complement yesterday?
Interroga
tive
Nominal Was +S+V1+ Was the case hard to solve?
complement
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3. The Usage of Simple Past Tense
According to (Milda Broukal & Ingrid Wisniewska) cites in
(Guterres & Soares, 2017) said that, there are three main uses of the
simple past:

a. To describe an action that happened at a definite time in the
past. Example: Fajar and Igbal climbed Mount Everest in 2017.

b. To talk about actions that happened in a sequence in the past.
Example: | came home, picked up my mail and left.

c. With time expression such as yesterday, last night / week /
month / years, four days / weeks, years ago, and in 2010.
Example: | saw a great movie last night.

From explanations above, the researcher concludes that the
uses of the simple past tense, they are: to describe single completed
action and to talk about actions that happened in a sequence in the
past. According to (Firmansyah, 2019) The usage of simple past
tense as follows:

a. Completed action in the past

Use simple past tense to express the idea that an
action started and finished at a specific time in the past.
Sometimes, the speaker may not actually mention the
specific time, but they do have one specific time in mind.
For examples:

e | saw the sunset yesterday
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e Last year, I did not Travel to Lombok
« He did not wash his car
Series of Completed Action in The Past

We use the simple past tense to list a series of
completed action in the past. These actions happened 1st,
2nd, 3rd, 4th, and so on. For examples:
e | finished work, walked to the beach, and found a nice

place to swim.
e He arrived to the airport at 8:00, checked into the
hotel at 9:00, and met the other at 10:00.

Duration in Past

The simple past tense can be used with a duration,
which starts and stops in the past. Duration is a longer
action often indicated by expressions such as: for two year,
all day, all year, etc. For examples:
e They sat at the beach all day
e We talked on the phone for 30 minutes
Habits in the Past

The simple past tense can also be used to describe a
habit that stopped in the past. It can have the same meaning
as “used to”. To make it clear that we are talking about a
habit, we often add expression such as: always, often,

usually, never, when | was a child, etc.
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For example:
e She worked at the movie theater after school.
e. Past Facts or Generalizations
The simple past can also be used to describe past
facts or generalizations, which are no longer true. As in
USE 4 above, this use of simple past is quite similar to the
expression “use to”. For example:
e He was in office yesterday
e We spent the time in Lampung
B. Review of Related Finding
1. The thesis entitled “The Error Analysis on the Use of Simple Past
Tense in Writing Recount Text at Eight Grade Students of SMP N 2
Adimulyo in the Academic Year of 2015/2016” conducted by Aprilia
from Muhammadiyah University of Purworejo. The researcher tries to
analysis the error on the using of simple past tense. The researcher
chooses the eighth grade to take the data, which considered 32
students. The researcher use written test to collecting the data. The
result shows that the highest percentage of error is 88%, the lowest
percentage of error is 6%. The students still confuse on the use of
tense.
2. The thesis entitled “The Students’ Ability In Using Simple Past Tense
In The Second Grade Of Mts Hidayatussibyan Wadaslintang In The

Academic Year Of 2012/2013” by Mahmudah (2013). This research is
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descriptive gquantitative research which conducted on second grade of
MTs Hidayatussibyan Wadaslintang in the academic year of
2012/2013. The researcher took 30 students as the sample. The
instrument of this research is test. It is multiple choice forms which
consist of 30 items. The result of this research is to know the students’
ability and to know what the students’ difficulties in using simple past
tense.

The thesis entitled “The Grammatical Error Analysis on Using the
Simple Past Tense in Writing Recount Text” by Bayinah (2013).
The researcher analyzes and classifies the types and the sources
of students’ errors in using the simple past tense in writing
recount text. The researcher classifies errors with Corder’s theory. The
result of the error analysis shows that the students make errors into
four types: omission, miss selection, addition, and ordering.

Based on description above, it can be seen that there are
similarity and differences between previous the researchers with this
research. First, the similarities this research with are the researcher use
test to measure the students’ ability and the researcher uses descriptive
qualitative method to analysis this research. Second, the differences
between this research with the previous research, there is a research
use quantitative research to analysis his research and also have
differences with the result of this research. The result of this research is

to know the students' ability in using simple past tense especially for
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the students' at second grade of Universities Palawan Tuanku
Tambusali, consist with 32 students'.
C. Conceptual Framework
This research focuses on analyzing the student’s ability in using simple
past tense. The researcher proposed a conceptual framework entitled “An

analysis on the student’s ability in using simple past tense”.

Figure 1
Conceptual Framework

Analysis on Students’ Ability in
Using Simple Past Tense

v

Student’s Ability in
Grammar

|

Using Simple Past

v v

\ 4
In Memorizing the In Understanding In Implementing
Formula the Formula
the Formula

The conceptual framework (Adopted from Greenbaum and Quirk, 2003)



CHAPTER Il
METHOD OF RESEARCH

A. Research Design

This study uses descriptive qualitative method. Descriptive
qualitative method is used to describe the student’s point from the tables to
some sentences. (Maleong, 2013) cites in (Aminah, 2016) states that
descriptive qualitative method is a procedure that generates the data in the
form of descriptive words in written or spoken from people and observed
behavior. According to (Creswell 2009:2) cites in (Septiarika et al., 2017)
says that research designs are plans and the procedures for research that
span the decisions from broad assumptions to detailed methods of data
collection and analysis. This plan involves several decisions, and they
need not be taken in the order in which they make sense to me and the
order of their presentation here. The overall decision involves which
design should be used to study a topic. There is the type of research
design:
1. Qualitative research

Qualitative research is means for exploring and understanding the
meaning individuals or groups ascribe to a social or human problem. The
process of research involves emerging questions and procedures, data
typically collected in the participant’s setting, data analysis inductively
building from particulars to general themes, and the researcher making

interpretations of the meaning of the data.

17
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In addition, (Septiarika et al., 2017) says about qualitative research
characteristics. It different major characteristics at each stage of the
research process:

a. Exploring a problem and developing a detailed understanding of a
central phenomenon

b. Having the literature review play a minor role but justify the problem

c. Stating the purpose and research questions in a general and broad way
so as to the participants’ experiences

d. Collecting data based on words from a small number of individual so
that the participants’ views are obtained

e. Analyzing the data for description and themes using text analysis and
interpreting the larger meaning of the findings

f. Writing the report using flexible, emerging structures and evaluative

criteria, and including the researchers’ subjective reflexivity and bias.

. Place and Time of the Research

This Research was conducted in juni 2022 at Universities
Pahlawan Tuanku Tambusai, which located in Jl. Tuanku Tambusai
Bangkinang Kota. The duration of this research can be considered for

being one month.

The researcher observes the place and population of the research
before starting the research. This research is conducted based on the

schedule below:
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Table 3.1

Setting Time

N | Activitie | Feb-21 | Mar-21 | Apr-21 | May-21 | Jun-21 | Jul-21

S
0 1234/ 1/2/3/4/ 12341234 12 34 1 2 3 4

1 | Filling
Title of
the
Research

2 | Proposal N N N
Writing

3 | Seminar
Proposal

4 | Impleme
ntation
of the
Research

5 | Data
Processi
ng and
Preparati
on of
Thesis

6 | Thesis
Defence

C. Subject of the Research
The subject of this research is 32 of the second grade students’ of
Universities Pahlawan Tuanku Tambusai the academic year 2022. The
target population was the whole group of (individuals) to which we are
interested in applying our conclusions. The study population, on the other
hand, was the group of (individuals) to which we can legitimately apply

our conclusions. So the population of this research is the second grade at
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Universities Palawan Tuanku Tambusai .The population numbers
consisted of 30 students from the class XI, using a purposive sampling to

collect the data.

. Instrument of Research
The instrument of collecting data is used by the researcher to get the
data by using:
1. Observation
Observation is an activity on preliminary watching on
behavior of the research participant in the class. There was one
observation instruments in this research. This observation was
doing while PPL (teaching practice) at Universities Palawan
Tuanku Tambusai on October 2022. It was observation sheet for
indicators of student’s ability in using simple past tense. In this
research, the researcher was collaborator to observed student’s
ability in using simple past tense in the class. The observation sheet
was conducted during one until three month of the research.
2. Test
Test is collecting the information is a series of questioner or
exercise that are used to measure skills, knowledge, intelligence,
ability or talent owned by an individual or class. To get the data of
this research, the researcher give a test to the second grade students
of Universities Pahlawan Tuanku Tambusai. This test will focuses

on the simple past tense.
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There one parts of test given to the student's to require
students’ score within the simple past tense. This is multiple
choices includes 20 items every material of the simple tense is put
in random. The researcher choosing multiple choices because the
tests do not take long time and the test is easier for the student to

answer it.

E. Technique of Collecting Data

According to Creswell (2012:205), there are five interrelated steps

in the process of qualitative data collection. These steps should not be seen

as linear approaches, but often one step in the process does follow another.

The five steps are as follows:

1.

Identifying participants and sites to be studied and to engage in
a sampling strategy that will best help you understand your central
phenomenon and the research question you are asking.

Gaining access to these individuals and sites by obtaining permissions.
Considering what types of information will best answer your research
questions.

Designing protocols or instruments for collecting and recording the
information.

Administering the data collection with special attention to potential
ethical issues that may arise.

Collecting the data is a part of research as systematic procedure.

In collecting data, the researcher uses test, namely multiple choices. By
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using test the researcher will take the students” answer in the printed form.
Test is a method or means to conduct investigation that use problem,
question or other task. Arikunto’s (2013:193) states that test is question or
exercise used to measure the knowledge and ability to understand

individual or group.

The steps of data collection of this study are described as follows:
1. Preparing the research instrument
2. Consulting the instrument to the expert.
3. Giving instrument to the students.

In doing the data of this study was used test, namely multiple
choices which will give on the Universities Pahlawan Tuanku Tambusai
especially at Class XI MM.

. Technique of Analyzing Data

The score at the test will analyzed by using Arikunto’s formula:

S = R/T x 100, Where:

S: score

R: right answer of the students
T: total number of items

After giving the score to the students, the writer calculated the
mean of the test score to measure the improvement of the students’ score
in each test. The following formula from (Maisaraoh, 2013) was used:

M = Xx / n, Where:



23

M: the mean score of the students
Xx: the sum of all score
n: the number of students
In order to classify student’s scores in using simple past tense, the
criteria proposed by (Arikunto 1993) cites in (Mursalin et al., 2015) was

used in this study, as described as follow:

Table 3.2
Criteria of Correct Result Score

No Classification Score
1 Excellent 81— 100
2 Good 61 —-80
3 Fair 41 - 60
4 Less 21-40
5 Poor 0-20

The researcher used the descriptive analysis technique (percentage)
to analyze the data. The data is taken from the documentation those are
going to be analyzed based on the answers to the test. The researcher
analyzed the students’ answers and counted them by using percentage. The

formula of percentage:
F

P =—x100%
N

P = Percentage,

F = Frequency of correct or incorrect answer, and



N = Number of sample which is observed

24

After knowing the percentage of students’ ability, the researcher

determined the level of students’ ability based on table below:

Table 3.3

List of Classifying the Data

Percentage (%) Criteria Grade
80-100 Excellent
66-79 Good
56-65 Fair
40-55 Less
<39 Low

(Arikunto, 2009)



A. Research Finding

1. The Students’ Ability in Using Past Tense

Universities Palawan Tuanku Tambusai. In conducting this research, the
researcher takes one class with consisted of 32 students’. After conducting
the test, the researcher presents the finding of the students’ score in doing
the test to show the students’ ability in using past tense. The researcher
was checked the students’ answers and gives the score for the students’
work. Before distributing the result of the students test on the table, the

researcher codes the students’ on the table below:

CHAPTER IV

RESEARCH FINDING AND DISCUSSION

This research is conducted in the second grade students’ of

No Name Code
1 | Students 1 S1
2 | Students 2 S2
3 | Students 3 S3
4 | Students 4 S4
5 | Students 5 S5
6 | Students 6 S6
7 | Students 7 S7
8 | Students 8 S8
9 | Students 9 S9
10 | Students 10 S10
11 | Students 11 S11
12 | Students 12 S12

Table 4.1
List of Students’ Codes

25

13 | Students 13 S13
14 | Students 14 S14
15 | Students 15 S15
16 | Students 16 S16
17 | Students 17 S17
18 | Students 18 S18
19 | Students 19 S19
20 | Students 20 S20
21 | Students 21 S21
22 | Students 22 S2
23 | Students 23 S23
24 | Students 24 S24
25 | Students 25 S25




26 | Students 26 S26
27 | Students 27 S27
28 | Students 28 S28
29 | Students 29 S29
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30 | Students 30 S30
31 | Students 31 S31
32 | Students 32 S32

In this research there are 32 students’ who participate in the

research. Every student’s was given name code each other.

Table 4.2
List of Students' Score
Corr 17 S17 4 20 Poor
No Student’s | ect Score Cate 18 S18 14 70 Good
Code Ans gory 19 S19 3 15 Poor
wer 20 S20 9 45 Fair
1 S1 6 30 Less 21 S21 10 50 Fair
2 S2 6 30 | Less 22 S2 15 75 | Good
3 S3 3 15 Poor 23 S23 8 40 Less
4 S4 4 20 Poor 24 S24 4 20 Poor
5 S5 S 25 Less 25 S25 5 25 Less
6 S6 7 35 Less 26 S26 9 45 Fair
7 S7 6 30 Less 27 S27 3 15 Poor
8 S8 5 25 Less 28 S28 3 15 Poor
9 S9 11 55 Fair 29 S29 3 15 Poor
10 S10 2 10 Poor 30 S30 7 35 Less
11 S11 10 50 Fair 31 S31 5 25 Less
12 S12 2 10 Poor 32 S32 9 45 Fair
13 S13 3 15 Poor Total 965
14 S14 2 10 Poor Average 30,16
15 S15 7 35 | Less Category Less
16 S16 3 15 Poor

Based on the table above there are 3 students’ have the 2 correct

answer. There are 7 students’ have the 3 correct answered. There are 3
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students’ have 4 correct answered. There are 4 students’ have 5 correct
answered. There are 3 students’ have 6 correct answered. There are 3
students’ have 7 correct answered. There is 1 students’ has 8 correct
answer. There are 3 students’ have 9 correct answered. There are 2
students’ have 10 correct answered. There is 1 students’ has 11, 14, 15
correct answer.

The researcher stated that the highest score is 75, the lowest score
is 10, and the average score is 30.16. From the data above, the researcher
can classify the score of the students’ by the standard degree of ability

based on Arikunto as seen on chapter 3 pages 25.

Table 4.3
The Classification of the Students’ Ability
Classification Score Frecunce Percentage
Excellent 81 - 100 0 0%
Good 61-80 2 6,25%
Fair 41 - 60 6 18,75%
Less 21-40 11 34,37%
Poor 0-20 13 40,63%
Total 32 100%

Based on the table above, the researcher describes that there
are 2 students (6.25%%) were good, 6 students' (18.75%) were fair, 11

students (34.37%) were less, and 13 students (40.63%) were poor.



B. Discussion
1. The Students’ Ability in Using Simple Past Tense

In this section, the researcher discuss more about the students’
ability in using simple past tense on the second grade of University
Palawan tuanku tambusai the academic year of 2021. After analyzing the
data, the researcher get the result and concludes the level or criteria
of students’ ability in using simple past tense based on the data
score students’ ability are as follow:

a. No one students' or 0% is classified into excellent.
b. 2 students' or (6.25%) is classified into good.

C. 6 students' or (18.75%) is classified into fair.

d. 11 students’ or (34.37%) is classified into less.

e. 13 students' or (40.63%) is classified into poor.

Based on the data, it concludes that the result of score
students’ average is 30,16, it indicated that the students’ ability in using
simple past tense is less. According to Arikunto, it includes that the
students’ ability in using simple past tense on the second grade of
Kota in the academic year of 2021 is less. In this discussion, the researcher
analysis more about the students’ ability on the second grade students

of University Palawan tuanku tambusai in using simple past tense such as:

1.) Question number 1.

28
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Mr. Hanan saw many people here........
a. now b. several minutes ago c. once a week
d. tomorrow e. everyday
The Correct Answer : B

There are 28 students’ who are wrong in answer this question.
The correct answer for the question number 1 is B, because the verb
“saw” 1s verb II or past verb. Then, the answer must be filled by
adverb of time in past situation. So it can be answer with “B. several

minutes ago” to complete that sentence.

2.) Question number 2.

A: She saw you in Tati Supermarket yesterday. What did you buy

there?

B: Well, I.... soap, toothpaste and shampoo.

a. bought b. was buying c. am buy
d. buy e. have bought

The Correct Answer : A

There are 25 students’ who are wrong in answer this question.
The correct answer for the question number 2 is A, because the blank
space must be filled by using past tense verb refer to the adverb of time
use “yesterday”. Therefore, it should be answer with “A. Bought” as
past verb or verb 11 to complete that sentence.

3.) Question number 3
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We went to the movie last night, and I think......
a. The filmisgood  b.itisagood film c. the film were good
d. The film was good e. it will be a good film
The Correct Answer : D

There are 25 students’ who are wrong in answer this question.
The correct answer for number 3 is D, because the past situation
adverb of time in this sentence is “last night” and at the blank space
using subject "I", so it should be with "D. The film was good" to

complete that sentence.

4.) Question number 4
......... a good time yesterday?
a. have they did b. did have they c. did they
d. did they have e. they did
The Correct Answer : D
There are 9 students who are wrong in answer this question. The
correct answer for number 4 is D, because the blank space must be
filled by auxiliary "did" referring to the adverb of time in the
sentence using “yesterday”. So to make a good sentence, it should be

with "D. did they have" to complete that sentence.

5.) Question number 5
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We......... busy at home 2 weeks ago.
a. was b. were C. are
d.is e. am

The Correct Answer : B

There are 21 students’ who are wrong in answer this question.
The correct answer for number 5 is B, because the blank space must
be filled by auxiliary "were" referring to past situation the subject
in the sentence by using “we”. So to make a good sentence, it should

be with "B. Were" to complete that sentence.

6.) Question number 6
..... you hear the concert last night?
a.do b. does C. were
d. did e. are
The Correct Answer : D
There are 20 students’ who are wrong in answer this question.
The correct answer for number 6 is D, because the blank space must
be filled by auxiliary "did" referring to the adverb of time in the
sentence using “last night”. So to make a good sentence, it should be

with "D. did" to complete that sentence.

7.) Question number 7
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My father...... a computer game for my birthday last week.
a. did not gave me b. did not gift me C. was not give me
d. did not give me e. was not gave me
The Correct Answer : D

There are 28 students” who are wrong in answer this question.
The correct answer for number 7 is D, because the blank space must be
filled by using past tense referring to the adverb of time used, and
auxiliary did used must be followed by infinitive verb. So to make a
good sentence, it should be with "D. Did not give me" to complete that

sentence.

8.) Question number 8

............ play the 2006 World Cup?
a. where did they b. did where they c. where
d. where they did e. where they
The Correct Answer : A

There are 25 students’ who are wrong in answer this question.
The correct answer for the question number 8 is A, because the blank
space must be filled by using past tense referring to the interrogative
sentence formula: verbal W/H question (where + did + S + V1 + ¢), so
it should be answer with "A. where did they" to complete that
sentence.

9.) Question number 9
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After playing Baseball, the boys......sleepy 10 hours ago.
a. was b. is c. have
d. were e. are
The Correct Answer : D

There are 29 students’ who are wrong in answer this question.
The correct answer for question number 9 is D, because the blank
space must be filled by using past situation referring to the adverb of
time use “10 hours ago"” and subject "the boys", so to make a good

sentence it should be with "D. were" to complete that sentence.

10.) Question number 10

........... the game finished?
a. when b. did when c. when were
d. whendid e. when was
The Correct Answer : D

There are 22 students’ who are wrong in answer this question.
The correct answer for question number 10 is D, because the blank
space must be filled by using past situation referring to the
interrogative sentence formula: verbal W/H question (where + did + S
+ V1 + ¢), so it should be answer with "D. where did" to complete that

sentence.

11.) Question number 11
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Did......... her phone in the class?
a. she lose b. she losing c. she has loose
d. she lost e. she losed

The Correct Answer : A

There are 28 students” who are wrong in answer this question.
The correct answer for the question number 11 is A, because the blank
space must be filled by using past situation referring to the
interrogative sentence formula: Verbal (did + S + V1 + ¢), so it should

be answer with “A. She lose” to complete that sentence.

12.) Question number 12
[ my grandmother every month in 2011.
a. am not visit b. did not visited c. do not visit
d. am not visiting e. did not visit
The Correct Answer : E
There are 31 students’ who are wrong in answer this question.
The correct answer for the question number 12 is E, because the blank
space must be filled by using past situation referring to the negative
sentence formula: Verbal (S + auxiliary (did not) + V1 + ¢), so it

should be with “E. did not visit” to complete that sentence.

13.) Question number 13
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Sith ¢ did you sleep last night?
Mia : Eight hours; from 10 p.m. to 6 a.m.
a. how far b. how big c. how long
d. how tall e. how
The Correct Answer : C

There are 3 students’ who are wrong in answer this question.
The correct answer for the question number 13 is C, because the blank
space must be filled by using past situation referring to the adverb of
time "last night”, so it should be answer with "C. how long" to

complete that sentence.

14.) Question number 14
Deni: ........... did you finish your homework yesterday?
Putra : At 8 o’clock.
a. where b. how c. what time
d. howlong e.why
The Correct Answer : C

There are 6 students’ who are wrong in answer this question.

The correct answer for the question number 14 is C, because the blank
space must be filled by using past situation referring to the
interrogative sentence formula, so it should be answer with "C. what
time " to complete that sentence.

15.) Question number 15
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He.... in Jakarta last year.
a. life b. life c. lift
d. live e. lived
The Correct Answer : E

There are 17 students’ who are wrong in answer this question.
The correct answer for the question number 15 is E, because the blank
space must be filled by using past situation referring to the positive
sentence formula: Verbal (S + V2 + ¢), so it should be with “E. Lived”

to complete that sentence.

16.) Question number 16

Kevin ...... sick last week.

a.was bh.is  c.were

d.am e are
The Correct Answer : A

There are 16 students” who are wrong in answer this question.

The correct answer for the question number 16 is A, because the blank
space must be filled by using past situation referring to the adverb of
time use “last week" and “Kevin” as subject, so to make a good

sentence it should be with "A. was " to complete that sentence.

17.) Question number 17
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A : What did the museum guide do?
B : He..... us very beautiful things.
a. shows b. showed c. will show
d. is showing  e. was show
The Correct Answer : B

There are 30 students’ who are wrong in answer this question.
The correct answer for the question number 17 is B, because the blank
space must be filled by using past situation referring to the positive
sentence formula: Verbal (S + V2 + ¢ ), so it should be with “B.

Showed” to complete that sentence.

18.) Question number 18
They......home at 9 o’clock last night.
a. come b. were coming C. are coming
d. willcome e.came
The Correct Answer : E
There are 28 students’ who are wrong in answer this question.
The correct answer for the question number 18 is E, because the blank
space must be filled by using past situation referring to the positive
sentence formula: Verbal (S + V2 + ¢), so it should be with “E. Came”

to complete that sentence.

19.) Question number 19
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Aldo and Nadia ...... great gymnasts in 2010.
a. are b. has c. have
d.was  e.were
The Correct Answer : E

There are 26 students’ who are wrong in answer this question.
The correct answer for the question number 19 is E, because the blank
space must be filled by using past situation referring to Nominal
formula (S + was/were + c¢) with subject “Aldo and Nadia”, so it
should be with “E. Were” to complete that sentence.

20.) Question number 20

Did Mizan.....shooting film 3 months ago?
a. went b. go C. gone
d.going e.gonna
The Correct Answer : B

There are 30 students’ who are wrong in answer this question.
The correct answer for the question number 20 is B, because the blank
space must be filled by using past situation referring to interrogative
Verbal formula (Did + S + V1 + C), so it should be with “B. go” to

complete that sentence.



CHAPTER V
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION

This chapter presents about the conclusion and suggestion concerning result
of the research. Based on the research finding and discussion from chapter 1V
before, the researcher gets the conclusion as follow:

A. Conclusion

Based on the scores obtained by students from the multiple-choice test
results, the researchers concluded that the students' ability in the use of simple
past tense at the second grade students of Universities Palawan Tuanku
Tambusai is in the low category with an average value of 30.16. There are 2
students (6.25%%) good category, 6 students (18.75%) medium category, 11
students (34.37%) in the poor category, 13 students (40.63%) in the low
category and not a single student in the very good category.

Based on the questions given, most of the students were wrong in
answering the question number 12. In other words, the students’ ability in
using the simple past tense still low. It means many students do not
understand about the formula of simple past tense and most of students at the
second grade of Universities Palawan Tuanku Tambusai still cannot
implementing the formula of simple past very well. It can be seen at the score

that they get, who has discussed in chapter IV.
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B. Suggestion
After conducting the research, the researcher would like to give some
suggestions, as follows
1. For the teachers :

a. The teacher should give more attention to the material of simple past
tense.

b. The teacher should give the suitable strategy to improve the
students’ ability in using simple past tense.

c. The teacher should give motivation to the students in their ability in
using simple past tense.

2. For the students :

a. The students should pay attention to the teacher and do more
exercises on make sentences of the simple past tense.

b. The students should make a list of some common and most useful
regular and irregular verbs that they can easy to memorize and
practice more.

c. The students should read any other English materials to

improve their ability in using the simple past tense.
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